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Different faiths, common goals

By Rev. Ron Miyamura

would Bke 1o ahare a few
I thoughts about an historic

axpariance that | had on
June 22-28, 2014. | was in
Rome and at the Vatican,
participating in a Catholic
Buddhist Dialogua wpon the
request of Pope Francie. The
maating was sponaorad by the
Pontifical Council on Inter-
Raligious Dialogua.

In the past, the Gatholic
Buddhist Dialogues were

for acholare and academics.
Thie tima, the pops wantad
community leadars to
participate_ Further, he asked
tha LS. Council of Catholic
Biashops to organize Buddhists
and Gatholice in America, so
that we would have a common,
gingle language.

In sddition to me, Rev. Patti
Makai of the Buddhist Tampla

Comtinued on pages 7

Rev. Aon Miyamura and Reyv. Patti Nakai of BTC were among the delegation that met Pope Francis
at the Cathalic Buddhiat Dislogue in Rome in June. "He kooked sach person in the aye before shaling
handa. He hag a sanza of being wery sincare and concemed about the whols world,” aays Rev. Ron



Pope
Confinued from page 1

of Chicago, Asayo Horbe of the Buddhiat
Council of the Midwest, Vensrabls
Abbotass Man Pou of the Fo Guang
Shan templs in Naparville and Aarti Tejuja
of Sambala-Chicago were invited from
Chicago.

rthara invitad included Rev. Ron Kobata
of the Buddhiet Ghurch of San Francisco
and Bizhop Moriaki lto of the Loa Angsles
Higashi Batsuin.

Altogathar, thare were 45 official
delagates who representad Buddhists
traditions from Sei Lanka, Thailand,
Tarwan, Korea, and Japan. Amang the
Catholice, there waere parigh priests,
diocesan leadera, monastics, lay people
from St. Vincent de Paul and Cur Lady
of Pompei Shrine. So the mix of people
wiaa very diverss.

‘Wi ware housad at the Focolare
conferanca cantar in Caatal Gandolo, the
villaga whara the summer palace of the
former pope iz located. CGastel Gandofo
I8 about 25 miles outside of downtown
Rome, in the hills arcund Lake Albano.
So, itwas about 10 degress cooler than in
Rome—fortunately.

Suffering, Liberation, Fraternity
The thame of the dislogus was “Sufiaring,
Lizeration and Fratemmity.”

Om Tussday, Thuraday, Friday and
Saturday, we had a series of presentations
and discussiona on vanous aspecta of the
dislogue’s theme. It was quite educational
for ma 1o learn not only the Gathobc view
of the word, but alzo how other Buddhiste
vigw the world.

Thiara wara panals and pragantations
about Suffening (dukkhal.Suffering is not
tha right word but ie the ususl tranalation
of dukkha. So, it was a time 1o go back to
tha basice and to examine the real human
condifion. We came to see that we are all
one world, and we only have one planst to
call homae. So whether one is a Gatholic or
& Buddhist. thare iz the human degire to
b free of dukkha-Suffaring.

All of the parSicipants ware able 1o agres
on & common etatement resulting from

our weekleng dialogue. We were all able
o reglize more clearly that peace and
cooperation is the only path forward for the
aurvival of our planss.

And then, on Wednesday, the group
wiant to viait the Vatican. And, perhapa
charactarigtic of thia pope, he ineisted
that not only all the official partcipants
attend, but alzo all the spouses and
observers, and some of the Conferance
Canter ataff. The four staff workers who
joinad thia visit were probably the maost
thrllad.

Wi want by bus to the Vatican in Roma,
parking in some underground garaga,
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Delagates to the Catholic Buddhiat Dislogue also participatad in the “"One Earth Ona
Human Family™ march that brought followsrs of many faiths, smironmentakata and
people of goodwill to call for bolder climate action by world leadera.

than walking to the official audience rcom_
Aftar about a 20-minute wait, Pope Francia
anterad and said a faw words in lalan,
which ware tranelated into Englah. Then,
he greeted sach of us and shook our
hands &a we aach presentad him with a
amall gift. It was guits impreeaive 1o maet
the popa, the leader of more than 1 billion
Catholics worldwids.

My impreasion was that he was a humbla
and gantle peraon—and vary peraonable.
He leoked each pereon in the eye before
shaking hands. He has a aenze of

baing wary sincere and comcamad about
the whaole world and, thus, the good
relationships with other religions is a
zincans wiah.

“Our Common Home'

Aa you might have heard, Pope Francis is
making global climate & Catholic concarn.
He calls it “Care for our Common Home.”

During cwr breaks and raat times, | was
abde to talk mformally 1o many of the
Catholics, and | got the impression from
tham that thiz pope iz & bit unpradictable —
in & good way. He Bkes to carry hie own
luggage when traveling, and he did not
want to live in the Papal Mansion and
choes, matead, 10 ve in a emall apartment
in the lodge for visiting cardinals. And,

of coursa, we have heard & groat deal
about hia wanting to care for the poor and
dizadvantaged.

Om Sunday, after our last breakfast,
most of us started to maks our way back
to our homes. But | epent onae day in
FRome to ase a fow sighte. In particular,

| wanted 1o ses the Colosseum and the
Foman Forum. The Forum, or mora
axactly, the ruine that were the Homan

Forum, wase very important to me az a
atudent of history.

It was at the Forurn that amyone could gst
up to speak and that was the beginning
of the idea of Free Speach. Alao, it was
ar the Forum that Roman senators met
and debated, and this was the apark that
developad into what we know today as
damocracy —the form of government in
which tha powsr of the gowernmsant ia
veatad in the peopls.

“Ona Earth’

But, befors doing my sightsesing, thars
wag one more thing that some of our
Catholic-Buddhist group paricipated in:
a "0One Earth One Human Family”™ march
that brought togsther Catholics and other
Chrigtiang, followsra of non-Christian
faiths, ervironmentalats and people of
goodwill to call for bolder cimate action
by waorld lsadera. So, about six of the
dialogue partcipanta— both Catholics and
Buddhists—participated.

Aftar making our way through the
atreats of Roma, the march ended at
5t. Peter's Square, whera the pope
delivers each Sunday a short speech
followed by the Angelue prayer and
Aposatolic Blessing.

When the pope mentionsd the marchers
and the concern about the dimate, thers
wag & big chesr and green paper laaves
ware waved. The organizers were amart
and brought exira “leaves,” which people
wavad throughout the square, magnifying
tha numbers that actually took part in the
march

We took some amall steps to move
forward in glob-al understanding.
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